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In an article published tlree yeers ago, a leading Korean historian

wrates

The political world of the Yi dynasty was dominated by the sarim i;%$
voo. The sarim force bagen to take shape early in the dynasty, ard during
the period from SBnglong through Chungjong’e reign (1469-1544) members of
this group came to play an incrsasingly active role in the nation's poll

+ tierl life. However, each time it flexed its etrength, the sarim suffered
cruel purge atethe hands of the non-garim forces. Neverthaless, by the
end of Mydngjong's relgn or early in that of his successor Sinjo lea. 1565~
1575], the politieal scene had taken on an exclusively sarim coloration
and, in fact, there no longer existed any counterforce that night irnpede
the growing dominance of the ssrim., In the period of the ‘literatl purges’
{ca. 1480-1565] the sarim had occupied the position of lower ranking offi-
cials not long emergw& from the exanination process, who mafe the censoring
bodies the principal arena of their activities. But from the reign of Sdnjo
(1567-1608) the sarim forcs was in full possession of the higher level
positione in ¢hes govermment, including even the High State Councilloer and
Board Minister poste. From their vantage points in the censoring bodlies
during the period of the litersti purges, the sarim had launched a fiexce
sttack on the non-ssrim forces -- the high state councillors and the eix
board ministers. The best example of this sarim assault agairaet those who
held the highest sdministrative posts im the government is found in the
activities of the young, lower ranking literati led by Cho Kwang-jo in [the
yeers 15151519 of ] Chungjong's reign,i

‘This writer does not go on to characterize the "sarim foree™ in terms, for

exenple, of socio-sconomic or regional tackeground, and we left -only with

i, Song Ch’&ﬁ-sikf%i%%%éi , “Chosdn-3o sarim chdngch®i Gl kv %g?k kujo, ==
chbllang kwa samsa rdl chungsim Gro $A® & iﬁﬁ% 2 ﬁﬁ - /ﬁ?zf?;}’
ZRE I b (The structural aspect of political power under
sarim rule ih the Yi dynasty -- with a foeus on the three censoring bodles

_and on the positions of section chief in the Boaxd of Personnel), Kydngle
sahak 2 (Jan, 1978}, pp.134-135, :
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the strong implication that the sarim (in their formative stage) are to be

found in the offices of the three agencies (§§g§g) that comprised the censoring
bodies and, accordingly, among the victims of the four li:terati parges (1498,
1504, 1519, 1545}, The non-sarim forces, on the other hand, are here character-
ized as the occupants of the highest positione in the central government -~ the

high state councillor and board minister posts.

A recent survey history of Korea also assigns the same dominant role to
the “sarim forece” but, in contrast, describes the character and compcsition of

the sarim in quite specific detanil, as follows:

The ruling elite structure of the Y1 dynasty began to show signs of
sevious diasturbance from the latter yearé of the i{5th ¢century, This phenom-
enon is eclosely related to ths smergence on the national political scene of
sarim from arems outside the capital.

From the founding of the dynasty in 1392 the dominant figures In tne
central government on the whole had been the so-called bureaucrat-scholar
element (kw&nhaky'a,%gigéyﬁt } consisting of the Dynasiie Foundation Herit
Subjects and those closely related to them, On the othsr hand.... there was
also 2 noneserving scholar element (sahakp's ﬁ%}fﬁc }+ The former element...
cccupled the high@st”gcvérnmant positions and possessed immense agricultural
estatss, while the latter element, the sarim, which carried on the tradition
of the [end of Koryd loyalist Neo-Confucian scholar] Xil Chaai%?ﬂf and his
diseiple Kim Sukecha F23, .oolacked & base in the politiocal arens of the
central government. In the beginning these sarim were elmply local intelli-
gentgle of the szall and middle landholding class, but following upon the ad-
vance into central govermment position of Kim Ghang-jik*éigaﬂé. {eon of Kim
Suk-chal under the patronage of King Shngjong, many of his diseciples also
entered ths buresucracy and created a new foree able to contest for power
with the established meritorious element (hun‘gup'a %ﬂ% T Venas

In the course of the racurrent literati purges...during the half cen-
tury from 14981555, the garim were harshly suppressed by the established
meritorious elerent, bui they did not ebandon their astruggle. Ikrawing their
strength from their landholdings on which they lived in the countryside, and
utilizing ths private ecademies (5§§§5féggﬁi } and village contract (hyangyak
%@Féﬁ) as 2 syringboard, they rose again to take up positions in the centrel
government bBUTeBUCTACY.... And ultimatsly, in the time of Sinjo (1567-1608)

L



they drove out the established peritorious element and selzed political
power. o
Ho deubt from a somewhat different persapective, North Korean nistoriography
takes & similar view of the sarim and thelr political destiny. The sarin entry

tn & historieal dictionary published in 1971 offers the following expianniliont

Sarims term imdicating a group of yengtan @ T} scholars, most of whem
came from emall and middle londlord background, that econstituted & socio-
political foree in the first half the Yi dynasty.... Many Neo-Confucian

acholars of this background emerged from the school of Xil Chas.... When
Kin Chong-jik came to cccupy important poaitions in the fewlal government
toward the end of the 15th century, he secured posis in {the cemsoring bodles
of]...the central government for many serim scholars of small and middle
landlord background, who worked to curb the power of the higher officials and
to strengthen the authority of the throné.... At first their efforts met with
hersh suppression, in literatl purges aimed at the sarim as & groUP.,... But

at last, after S%njo came to the throns in 1567, the sarim yangkan ware able
3 ‘

to selize power.

| All thres of the sourcas cited above tell ua explicitly and with complete
certainty that a group of schelar-officials jdentifiable ae the sarim factlonm,
or the sarim force, came to dominate Y1 dynasty politles by mome time in the
reign of SBnjo, thet is by the end of the 16th century. The first writer focuses
hie attention on ¢he instrument by which the sarim gained and then wielded its
poser -~ principally through the activities of the censoring bodles that it
conirolled. The other iwo citations present a more specific case, centered on
the geographicazl, economic, and ideoclogieal or scholsrly orientation of the a0~
called sarim. Hany other contemporary survey histories and monographs deal with
the question of the character and conposition of the ruling elité of the Y3
dynasty in sinller fashion. Among ihoce that I have seen only one, a shcri and

rather theoratical eseay, sttempts explicltly to discuss the sarim in the context

},t s -
2. Kang Chin-ch'bdl %@7;@ , Kang Man-gil %46 , Kim Chdng-tae ’%é\f%s Segye 48
e pich’un Han‘guk U1 ybksa J@Wyfoﬁ g %@1@9\ }é’;ﬁ, (The history of Korea
in the perepeciive of worid hisfory), Seoult Koryd Univ. Press, 1975, Pp-92-93.

3, Democratic Pesoples Republic of Korea, Acadeny of Social Sclences, Institute
of History, Dictionary of History (Rybksa sajon %%ﬁf%rg\)g P'ybngyang: 1971,
- 1T, Pl '




of Yi political history after 1600.u All wrlters on the subject appsar to

take note of ths Neo-Lonfuclan idedlégical commltment of the ggggﬁ, and all
characterize the originally dominant politleal forece that the sarim attacked

and eventuslly overcame am the "bureaucrat— scholar element" (kwanhakp's), or
the “established meritorious element® (hun'gup'a)}. But I have not yet found

& study that attempts to dimcuss these aprarently discrete forces Iin terms of
the individuals who comprised the two consiituencies at crucilal pericds 1§ their
struggle for power, or thus with npecific reference to the impli-aticrs such an
inguiry sust have for analysis of Yi Korea's ruling elite structure in both the
pre-1600 and post-1600 periods,

My oun research on the question of sarim ve, non-sarim forces has not pro-
cesded far enough, by any means, for me to propose satisfactory solutiona to
the many problems thet besst this issue, HNevertheless, I am convinced that the
sarim hypothesis has overlooked certain fﬁﬁdamant&l facts that must be taken
into sccount in developing any view of the nature of the domimant political
foree, the ruling #lite class, in the Yi dynasty. I believe I can point out
some directions that further research on this problem nmust take, And I can
offer, very tentatively, the beginnings of a different kind of annlysis of ths
composition of the Y{ dynasty ruling class,

I sm not certain when the sarim interpretation first appesared in recent
Korean historiography. Probtably Dr. Yi{ Pybng-do was cne of the earliest to uss

t as & tool of snalysis, He noted that there were four "facticns™ or “schools™

(p'a K ) in 15th century Korea -- the hun'sup'a, chdchip‘a é}gaﬁ%; (“sehool of

[ 3
prineiple”), ch'dngdamp'a ﬁ%éﬁ)ﬁ,(“schpol of dieinterested discourse”), and
garimp'a, and he wrote about the confrontation between the hun’gup’s and the

Barémpig.s Befare that, Dr. Sin S3k-ho had written about the “"conflict between

bo 13 T'&@°jin;§2§é§i “Jimnyuk segl sarim i ydkea 38k sbngkydk fflﬁiﬁﬂﬁff%$?
B iy XS (The historical character of the 16th century sarim), Taedong
munhwa yén'gu 13 (1979), pp.106-111, 132-135

5. Y1 Pydng-do ﬁﬁqéﬁ . Kukes taegwan @ﬂgﬁjﬁﬁﬁL (Survey of Korean history),

ﬁéaoulz Pomun'gak, 1955, p.38l.
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the new and established officials” in the reign of S%ngjong (1“59-14@*);
which is another way of describing the same phenoménon,6 But neither of
these scholars medes mention of the socio-economic bﬁckgréund or base ci the
sarim force, nor did they go on to characterize the sarinm as the dominant
force in lster Yi dynasty polities,

14 behooves us, then, to look more closely st exactly who was inalved,
on the sarim side, in two or three specific confrontations, or controversies,
during the Sbdngjong~-Chungiong pericd.

¥hen Sngjong died in 1494, his successor Yonsan'gun routlnely conmanded
that DPuddhist funerel rites be perforred for him, 28 had been the case with
811 Y4 dynasty kinge up to that time. The censoring bodies objacted sirongly,
and some officimls in the Uffice of Special Counselors (Hongmun' swan‘i " ﬂ) )
even refused to compose the required texts to accompany the rites. Fncked by
SHnpjong's widowad queen and by such high officials as Ko 8 ﬁ&-ﬁinF?,h‘h b, Y40~
san'gun ordered the Royal Secretariat (Sﬁngj&ngw&n:ﬁk&ﬁfﬁJ) to tring no further
protests to his attention. At this point a large number of students in the
Natiornal Confucian Academy (Sﬁnggyun'gwﬁrsﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂg ) launched & violent attack
on Buddhise in general and on Ne Sa-sin, then the Second State Councililor, in
particular, Bub Ydmean'gun's reactlon was to have 157 of the students arrested,
end before long he benished three of them and barved 21 others from taking the
higher civil service ememinstions (munkwa }\(,%3% Yo

It is éignific&nt to examine who these punished students were and what
happened to some of them later, since all of them were pardoned within a yearl
after the incident. Hith regard to thﬂ three ringlesders who were tanished, Yi

o?7k1é‘ and Ch&ng Hil-ryang ?ﬂ-&i\ became major victime of the Purge of 1498,
ard Yi Cha- hﬂigiecare & minor victim of the Purge of 150%. Kim Ch'81-lybng él

4 f’\m&%‘%
TH{ and In HBi- J&e,\(the son of the great villen of 150%) died in the 1504

6. Sin Sdk-ho %iié@ , "Chocen Seisd idai no shin-kyid tairiteu” @\‘? ﬁ&#
E%&KV] ﬁ' Y (The conflict batwoon the incoming &nd the established
offlciais in the time of Sdngjone), in Kindai Chizen shi kenkyl, Keijd:

“w 1944, ppP.303-406,
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purge. Pak Kwang»y&ng?%}#ﬁ%% , Yun E&nﬁ?}fﬁ . Yu HUi-35 éﬁﬁﬁfﬁé , and Cho
¥u~hy5ngi§ﬁ1§% 21l suffered in saﬁe degres in the Purge of 150&; Kim Su-gying
/giéaﬁée and Sing HOﬁg—jéng}iigiéf both bacame mer%} 8ubjects {kcngsinjﬁ g )
when Chungjong was enthroned in 1506. Sim Ch&ngAa so became a merit subject

at the ssme time and is notoriocus as & major arehitect of the FPurge of 1519.
Séng Un ﬁi\%z 8160 was BRIONG t?}e }/rgera in 1519, but Yi Sdng-dong éﬁ\‘)ﬁ wan
snong the vietimes. Han Hyo-a%ék f:;gg Chief State Councilleor in the riddle
yeers of Chungjong's reien.

The point is thai this controversy was fundementally an ideologlical one.
To some extent, of course, it was & conflgct between the higher rankinz, eatab-
lishaed officials &ndﬂgising, next generation of officials, This sort of iemsioﬁ
between old and cnev generations of officiale is a comnon phenomencn, a phanorencn
seen in many differsnt cultures and in many different historlcal perilods, At
this time In Y4 Xores this natursl conflict was sharpened by the sxistence of
an ideclogical gap as well as a generation gap. But it seem. clear that such
factors as geographical or soclo-econoric background played little or no part
in the controversy over Euddhist rites for Sbngjong.

Let us look next at the victins of the Purge of 1498, which generally is
described as a purge of the disciples of Kim Chong-Jjik, It ia certainly true
that the core element of those officials who were purged in 1498 were disciples
of Kim Chong-3ik, But as I would anslyze the Purge of 1498, Kim Chong-jik and
hia discliples were symbolic vietims. They symbolized an institutionel develop=
ment -- the growth of the power of the censoring bodies -- that was considered
highly improper and dangerous by Ydnsan'gun and many of his high officisls. If
the particular issue of Kim Il-son's %&?ﬁ@ﬁu history draft had not arisen, I
think it quite likely ihat another imsue would have bsen found, and perha pe
then the purge would have focused on & different group of officials who had

abused the function of rraonstrance. In this coanection it should be noted
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that, although 18 diseipies of Kim Chong-jik were punished in 1408, 12 others
who were named ag disciples by Kim-Ilnson were not punished, I have not yse*
heen able to investigate this poini, but it seerms likely éhat a correlatien
211 be found betwsen the degree of activity as a censor and the dsclelon to
punish a particuler disciple or not. ,

Finally, let us examine two aspecte of the Purge of 1510, One of ire rost
important measuree in Cho Kﬁ&ng-jo'sfbgfi%ﬂn reform (rogram wes the hy0llyenghwa
%i‘%kéﬁﬁ {“examination for the sage and good"), This was a radlcal proposal
aimed st vecruiting new officials by & recommendation process rather than by
the usual step by step process of the clvil service examlnations. Tho term
sarim does not seem to have been used in the debate on the hydllvangkwas prc-
posal, although the term yuil chi ggﬁ%gﬁiijiﬁ("idle 1lterati”) appears. How-
ever, there shovld be no question that the so-called zarim, among whom Cho
Kwanz-jo himsolf is regarded as the archetypal figure, Wwere the target group
that Cho Kwang~jo and his followers wanted to recruit, At any rate, after a
heated debate, Chungjonz swept aside the objections of many of his high officials
and ordered officisls in the capital and in the provinces to recommend men of
learning and upright corduct, This was done, and a year after it was first
proposed the Y1 dynasty‘s only hybllyangkwa (al@o known as ggibn'gﬁkwag%ggggéfe
or “recommendstion examination®) was held and 28 men were awarded the “crimson
certificate” of the successful candidate.

¥hat éas the geographical and family background of these 2B successful
candidates? If it is sgreed that these men can properly be called representa-
tives of the sarim, then we thus may discover, in part, what the characteviatics
of the g@g@giﬁa or at least, neg&tiveiy, what does not characterize the garim.

ks for their geographical background, 19 of the 28 lived in Seoul, in-
cluding 15 of the first 16 in order of rank on the examinationy 5 lived in
Kydngeang province; and one each iived in Kydnggi, Chdlls, Hwanghae, and Xang-

wbn provinces. Accordingly, it may bz suggested that a higher rroportion of

e
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hvbllyanghkwa candidates were members of , or close to, ths capitai bureaucracy

than was the cage in the normal hiéhér civii sorvics exnminations;‘

At this stage in my resesrch I can discuss the family backexound of ths
successful hybllyanckwa candidates only in terms of the officlal careers of
their immediste forbears ¢r close kinsmen., Amopg the 285, 12 have ivwo among
their “threa ancestors” (father, grandfsther, great-grandfather) who passed the
runkwa, Seven others have one among thelr “three ancestors,” or an uncle, or
an established clder Wwother who passed the munkwa. 3Six more have rether im-
portant or influeniial family econnections within the preceding two generations,
such ag & father-in~law who was a grandson of King Sejong. Only three seenm to
have only low-ranking close kinsmen (mlthough further research may well reduce
thie small numhg; to sero}, and cne of these is & great-great-grandson of Yi
Wbn %J%ﬁ y &0 early Yi merit subject and Second State Councillor.

In short, the products of the hydllyengkwn were representative members of
the existing burcaucratic establishment. And in this respect they were very
much like the force that brought them intoc being -- the force of "men of 151%"
ied by Cho Kwang-jo. These too werc a substantially Seocul-centered group with
strong ties to the existing official crder. For example, six among the elight
primary victims of the Purge of 1519 were men of Seoul, including Cho Kwang-jo,
the other two baing residents of Chdlla province, One of the ChOlla residents,
Kim Xu éégng came from an extraordinarily successful munkwa background --
his grandfather, great-grandfathsr, great-great-grandfather and four of his

father's twwothers all passed the munkwa, Cho Kwang-jo's grandfather and iwo

by
AR e
of his uncles passed the munkwa, end his gre&twgreat“grqfdf&ther Cho Onﬂwas &
: L
i :?:‘\
leading Dynaastic Establishment Merit Subjsct. Pak Hqufepresants the fourth

successive generation to e successzful in the munkwa, and two un%éés z2lso had

pessed the munkwa and hnd had distinguished careers, Ki Chun'Bhf&th@rg &n
uncle, and an older trother sll passed the munkwa, Yun Cha-in's f? €34¢‘

“father passed the nunkwa under Sbaglong and sexrved at the board minister lsvels

=3
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teecordingly, the conclusion isg inea;apgble that the so-called "men of
1519”cannot be distinguished from other power groups on the hasis of geo-
graphical or socianl background, What does dietinguish tﬂ@m, then? It was
their ideology of Neo-Confucianism, in particular thelr extreme comritment
to Neo-Confucisn principles of statecraft and goral conduct, that set apart
tre “men of 1519,% and their forerummers in the relgns of Séngleng and Yin-
san'gun, from their contemporaries. Thus it is devotion to Neo—Cdnfuci&rist
ldeolegy ond determination to shape the conduct of Yi dynasty sovernsent in
eccordance with its principles that mark and define the so-callsd sarim.

Among medern Korean histerians who have attempted to deal with the §§I§E

issue, perhaps the late Dr. Y1 Sang—kmek'éx%ﬂﬁz? hus suggested most clearly

what the term gerin really means., In his Han‘guk sa kimse ché:'gl p'ydn
{(History of Korea: Larly Fodern Periocd), in a section titled "Literatl Purses,
Factionel Strife, and the Sarim” he writes:

Political strife in the period marked by the literail purges
differed in s number of ways from that earlier in the dynesty, end the
fact that political {actions or cliques cams to have an ongolng character
may be cited &s the major such differsnce. This is not to say that poll-
tical groupings were forred for the purpose of achleving some oblective,
1t was rather the cmse that an entity or force called the sarim, espousing
the idsolegy of the Neo-Confucian school, put down roots in both the capi-
tal and the provincial sreas, and maintained its viability in the faca of
recurrent political vicissitudes. The garim, then, entered the political
arena and, in its frequent clashes with the guondam forces that opposal

it, was the victinm ¢f repeated purga@.7
In this pessage is found the fundamental characterisiic that identifies
thﬂ-SO*Called sarim, its devetion te Neo-Confuctanist mineiples. Dr. Yi
also describee the parir es o force with roots both in the capital and in

the countryside. As I have indicated earlier, I would go considerably farther

E or ko . .J. .
7. Yi Sang-teek %} 'fﬂﬁﬂ . Han'guk sa kinge chbn‘gi rydn ﬁ%@‘ﬁﬁ’é
Seouls Oryu Nunhwasa, 1962, p.o65. !
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than this end suggest that the sarim wers esssntially & Seoul-based, central
governnent based, force that contiﬁuéusly %%tended its roots froﬁ the capital
sarea cut into the countryside, especially into the areas of Kybnggl, the
wastern edge of Kangwbn, and Ch'ungeh'dng yrovinces that lie within reasonable
communicatlon and travel time from Seoul. In the early pertod cf the Y1 dynasty
cne segment of the garim {and in terms of long-run politieal power not & vary
imporiant segment ) arose from its original bese In the countryside, entered
the officialdom through the examination process, and for about one century
competed with fair success for najcr central government positions, These
rural Neo-Confueianiét literati, especially those from North Kydngsang province,
nay have teken the leed, very triefly, in espousing and spreading the still
undigested ideology of Neo-Confucianism, but they never were a distinct
political forece. Even when they were at the peak of their pelitic§1 strength,
in the reigns of 8dngjong and Ydnean'gun, their position in the central governe
mant relied heavily on the cocperation and support of like-minded Seoul-hased
scholar-officiale. And as the Neo-Confucian ideclegy and principles of state-
eraft rapidly took hold throughout the whole of the ascholar-official cless,
that segment having roots only in the countryside soon was subnerged in l.e
tide of the longer and more deeply rooted force of echolar-officlals who
lived in the heartland area of Seoul and its surrounding counties.

Yhat I have been trying to demonstrate above da that the term sarin may
he uszeful in describine the nature of a vitally important ideclegical move-
ment in the early Yi dynasty, bui it is definitely not a useful term in
anslyzing the actusl composition of thg Y1 dynasty ruling elite. If I may
make this etatement in an extreme way, then I would argue that, from the
standpoint of the compesition of the Yi dynasty rullng class, it is meaning~
less t0 88y -~ in the words of the historian I quoted when I began: "The
political werld of the Yi dynasty was dominated by the sarim.” Agsin, from

the standpoint of the actual compositinn of the Yi dynasty ruling elite, it

&
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would be equally meaningless to say that the Yi Folitical process was dominated
by the sadaebu (literatl &:ﬁjﬁ ), or by the yangban class, Of course the sarim
vere not from the beginning of the Yi dynasty the exact equivalent of ihe

yangban or gedacbu, But after the Heo-Confucian ideclogy bacarme established

28 the dominant mode of thought, and as the excluasive ideologlcal basls for

Yi dynasty government, then the torms sarim, padaebu, and yangtan hecane

freely interchengeable.

In this comrnection I have noticed an interesting fact. In the index

volume to the Chos®n wangjo sillok jﬁ@éﬁ?jL%@%iéﬁi, (Apnals of the Y1 dynasty)

there is only one ltem or heading veginning with the term sarim, and that 1s
“garim calamity (or purge).” The first entry is for the year 1515, the same
year that Che Kgang»jo passed the munkwa and emerged &3 a feorce in the central
zovernment. There are 75 citations between 1515 and 156, the pericd fron the
time when the Purge of 1510 began to teke shape to the time when the aftershocks
of the Purge of 1505 finally subsided, After this period, to the very end of
the dynesty, there are only eight more citations under this heading.

No doubt there are deficiencies in the Annals index volume with regnrd
to coverage of the term sarim. FRevertheless, it may be Sustifisble to draw
certsin tentative conelusions {rom the way the term sarim is indexed. First,
the sarim were not identified comtemporarily as a dietinct group or force by
that name for about half a century after they first ave said to have emerged.
Secondly, when the marim finally came %o b@.identified it was as a group of
scholar-officials who werc made to suffer as a consequance of the political
ideclogy they advocated and the political actions they took whils serving as
cfficlals in the centrel government. Thasa men wore not a distinct force in
terﬁs of geosraphical or social backrround; there are no headings in the Annals
index titled “rural sarim" or "countryside _z_zg:;_irﬂ,“ nor can we find headings

1ike “astablished meritorious element” or "bureaucrat-scholar element” in

o e R g U AR et TR A DT



the Anngls index volume, Thirdly, the virtual disappsarance of £he term
savim after being in use for only fifiy years suggesta that it becams no
longer useful in distinguishing ons ildeclogical stream from another, The
actual composition of the ruling class had not changed in any significant
way, other than to diminish the political role of those sarim who had oniy
local or regioual rocts. It was the political ideoiogy that had changad,
since by the end of Mybngjong's reisn in 1567 Kec-Confucian ideclogy was the
shared belief of all meabers of the ruling class, In short, the Annals

indzx volume lends support to the notion that ths sarim had become synenymous

with the sadeeby or yanghan as a term for the entirety of the ruling elite

of the Yi dynaety.

My basiccﬁpproach in examining the serim question has been to investigate
the social background of sample aggregations of early Yi dynasty flgures whe
reyresent the so-called sarim force. The conclusions I have drawn from this
evidence will be strengthened by a similar attempt to analyze the composition

of the force with which the sarim was in conflict, the kwanhakp'a or hun'gup'a.

There are seversl reasons why this 1s not an easy task., For one thing, as a
political entity or force the kwanhakp'a dces not seem so easily identifliable
as the sarim -- for example, traditional Korean historiography has provided

us with ample lists of the victims of the gahwa but has not glven us comparable

1ists of those who purged the sahwa victims, Secondly, we must ask cursealves

what are the implications of the alleged defeat of the kwanhakp'a or hun®gup‘a
force and, conversely, of the asserted "political dominance" of ﬁhe sarim?
Hhén one speaks of the victory of the sarim is one suggesting at the same time
that the lineal descendants of acknowledged kwanhakp'a figures, as well as
those of similar soclo-political background, were excluded from significant
participation in the political process in the 1ater.Yi dyn ast&? And other

subtle and complex issues will arise in any careful attempi to address the



e
ot

question of the fate of the foree or forces opposed to the sarin at any given

¥

moment in the history of politlcal conflict in the early Chosin period.
At this stage in my research and consideration of ithis problem I can only
offer a highly selective and tentative analysis of the political fate of the

kwanhakp's or hun‘gzup'a force. This analysis will be based, flrst, on the most

complete listing of kwanhakp'as figures that I have found -- that glven by Prof .
Y1 Sang-bsek in the scurce clted earlier,e where he lists fifteen representatlve

members of the kwanhakp'a/hun'gup’a -- plus a sixteenth figure (Kang HGi-maeng

E
%q%:ﬁ } commonly included on other hun’ *a lists. Secondly, I will offer
g ‘"ML hun_ gup &
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some observations on selected figures from the roster of chwari kongsin (% 2t 1)
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promulgated at the beginning of King Stngjong's reiegn. This kongsin roster
of 75 men, unlike earlier and subsequent kongsin lists, does not honcr those
who acquired merit in the course of settling a succession dispule, or In

crushing a treason plot or lnsurrection, or in fighting against a forelgn

enemy. Instead, the chwari kongsin on the whole represent the elite core of

those who held the reins of political power when Sdngjiong came to the throne,
and the reason why these 75 men were rewarded in this way apparentiy was to
ensure political stabllity as the new boy-king SOngjong began his relgn.

Accordingly, it seems reasconable to assume that the chwari kongsin roster

provides perhaps the besi available evidence of the actual compesition of the
hun‘*gup'a force at the precise time when the sarim are said to have first
appeared in the political arena of the central government. Finally, as a

rough means of determlining the political fate of these kwanhakp'a/hun‘eup'a

figures, I will triefly examine the degree of munkwa success achieved by
deqcandants of these figures in the later Y1 dynasty.

Let us now turn our attentlion to certaln representative kwanhakp'a/hun‘egup’a

figures, Sin Suk-chu V?Tii%k not only heads the list of chwarl kongsin but also

8. Yi Sang-baek, Han'puk sa kiinse chdn'gi p y&n, p.E87 (which 1n turn cites
Y4 Pybng-do é{f|m4 K Charim Han'guk yuhak sa ch'ogo ﬁ %/kﬁ ?2 ‘“#ﬁi;'; .

3 E'gbnéﬁ% angﬁ% , 7 c;olp-
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ranks high on all kwanhakp's lists. His Korydng 5in clan produced &5 munkws

4

passers in the course of the dynasty, 11 of whom descend from

-
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grandfather and 8t from Sin Suk-chu himself, Sin Ik-sang 7 g*é? {munkwa 1267 ).
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who reached Uuijﬁng,@ "*,7‘ position, provides one example of the continuing
access to high office enjoyed by Sin Suk-chu's descendants. The more lwmnortant
Kory®ng Sin lineages of course remained in the Seoul area.

38 Kb-jbng 1;-% ¥ alsc is both a chwari kongsin and an acknowledged

leading kwanhakp‘a figure. While it is true that none of his own descencan’a
passed the munkvwa {his direct line appears to have ended after tWwo more genera-
tions), at least 126 Taepu SO munkwa passers are descended from his elder
trother 85 Kb-gwang /; 1 ;ﬁk . These include the numerous impertant officials

from this clanfin the 18th and 19th centuries, who alsc lived preponierantly

in Seoul,

1(\&-\

A1
G .
{ too is usualiy named as a kwanhakp'a figure and aliss

Yi S¥k-hydng FAL

was included on the chwari kongsin roster, More than 100 Yénan Yi among hls

descendants passed the munkwa throughout the Yi dynasty, and alrmost all of them
lived in Seoul.

!
Prof. Y4 Sang-baek's list of 15 kwanhakp'a men includes five Kwangju E@%ﬁ'
4Lk o

o’

i
Yi brothers (Y1 Kﬁk—pae'f;} }% y Yi Kik- chdnng &ﬁL! , Y1 Kik-ton %Ef;ﬁ*\»
o
<L AL
¥i Kik-kyun ?;ﬁjpz . and Y1 KGk-kam é;jiﬁf ), the f£irst three of whom alsc are

chwari kongsin. More than 140 descendants of these flve brothers were later

successful in the munkwa, includlng a number of hiphly important scholar-cffi-

cials, and Seoul remained a prime place of residence for these lineazes.

P
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The argument to be made in the case of Kang Hﬁi-maeng-i:}vkﬂﬂ admittedly
is less direct but nevertheless appears tc be compelling. The number of his
direct descendantis who passed the munkwa is not large, but the most imporiant

political lineage among the Chinju Kang is comprised of the many other descendants
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of Kang HUi-maeng's great-grandfather who formed one component of Chosdn's
politicel elite throughout the dynasty.
Urnlike those just described, Kim Kuk- kwang"L VQ -~ and his broiner kiw

ALH . .
Kydm-gwang i\ 7. are both chwari kongsin but are not identified as kwan-

hakp'a figures. Cne of Chosdn's most distingﬁisheﬂ and powerful scholaxiy
5 £
& ‘l}“,
and political lineages descends from Kim Chang—saégé;\a fifth-generation
descendant of Kim Kuk-kwang, and many other politically successful Kwangsan

Kim alsc are descended from these itwe major chwari kongsin.

To be sure, ] have presented above some of the more outstanding examples
of continuity of political power in the hands of lineages descended from

representative kwanhakp'a/hun'gup'a figures. Cbviously a full exploration

of this question willl require much additional research. Nonetheless, at least

a modest conclusion can be drawn from the evidence I have jresented -~ nanely,

that a particular individual's inclusion among leading kwanhakp‘a/ﬁgn'gup‘a
figures of the late 15th century in no way constituted an obstacle tc his
lineage descendants alsc securing a place in the core group of the political
elite of the later Yi dynasty. This in turn suggests that it will be diffi-
cult to find substiantial basis in hisiorical faet for the view that the

hun'gup’a or kwanhakp'a yielded pollitical dominance in the middle Chosn

neriod to another, disparate force.

At the beginning of this preasentation I promised to "offer, very tenta-
tively, the bsginnings of a different kind of analysis of the conpositicn of
the Yi dynasty ruling class," Driefly, the following is what I had in =ind.

" Two years ago s new and exiremely valuable source material b@céme avelil-

sble for research for the first time. 1 am referring to the 16th century

Munhwa Yuses! sebo % AL 7f { &,nfz(Canaalopy of the Munhwa Yu clan}, which vas
republished by the Hunhws Yu clan hoadquartors in Sesoul in July, 1979. This

genealogy was compiled over a twenty year poried during the reign of Hylngjong
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and originally was published in 15053, Ti im not & £noADO Aﬁé& (,ﬁenea&axy )
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in the usual styls of later Y4 dynasty genealcgies but rather may be callad a
multi-clan geneslomy., That is, tho purpose of ite compller was to include,
of course, all male-line descendants of the {irst sncestor ov founder of the
Munbwa Yu elarn. but &lso to includs all female-line descendants ag woll.
Aecordingly, in the csse of Hunhwa Yu daughters, this genealofy atterpin Lo
racord not only her sons and daughters but, in turn, all of thelxr descondantc
down to the time the genealogy was compiled. Thus it Is 2 kind of comprehensive

genealogy, although to be sure limited to those who had disect or irdireat mar-

riage connections with the Munhwa Yu family.

In an effort to £ind out more about the actual individual members of the
early Yi dynasty ruling clasa, I have tried to locate all successful muniwa
candidates who-appear in this work, The results of thin research seer to n®
to bs highly sipnificent. 4and here I would like to summarize my findinFa as
they relate to some of the problems I have discussed above,

First let us lcok st the overall statisties. In the critical 73 yeer
periocd durling which the sarim are szld to have emerged 26 a powerful force in
the central government, fully 70% of all those who pasaed the munkwa can be
found in this Munhwa Yu gensalogy. The percentsge is a 1little lower, b65%,
for those who passed the regular iriennisl examinatlons, and 1t is a little
higher, 74%,for those who paseed the various kinds of special examinations.
And it sust be understood clemrly that these statistlcs include only those
candidates who apPear sy members of their own clan lineages or who appofil as
sons-in-law of other families, ant in probably a me jority of cages a pavti-
cular candidats appaars in both these capacities, In other words these pove
centames do not inciude thene éandid&tes who have less direct connectlonn
with the Munhwo Yu and their related femilies, For example, a candidate who
does not appear himself sav have an uncle, or a son, or a daughter, or other

closa kinsman who have parriage connecilions recoxrded in this gonealogy.
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I have already discussed above one aspect of the family background of
the 28 men who pao3sed Cho Kwang-jo's hy®livangkwa. They als0 are a remarkable
group when examined from the stardpoint of incluslon in the 1565 Munhwa T
gensalopy, for 26 of the 28 are found there. Iﬁ i equally remarkable that
7 of the 8 primary victims of ths Purge of 1519 are in this genealogy, and with
regard to the cnly exeeption, Kim Ku, among four of hils father's hrothsrs who
msased the munkwa, t¥o are found in thim genealogy. Finally, not long after
the Purge of 1519 began, & list of 35 supportars of Cho Kwang-jo was drawn up
as a tasis for expanding thaz ccepe of the purge beyond its initlal Tather hesi-

tant limits, Among these 35 men, 30 are found in the 1565 Munhwa Yu genealopy.

These facis suggest that, from near the beginning of the Yi dynasty, the
ruling elite was & considerably more homogeneous group ihan we historians of
Korss have thought. Accordingly, it appears likely that more fruitful rssuits
%ill bs obtained by trying %o analyze the Yi ruling class as a unitery, ongoling

entity than as onc formed through the clash of two disparate forces.
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